
 

   
 

Year 3 -Medium Term Planning  

Our World 

Focus: Water Warriors! 
 

Global Citizenship Core Text and Hook Community / Global 
Project Outcome 

 

 
Our World 

 

Finance and Enterprise 
 

‘Water Warriors’ 

Alba the Three Hundred Year old Fish by Lara Hawthorne.  

 
 

Hook: Class fish! Wrap different packages of items 
needed to look after the fish and ask children to work out 
what it could mean. Deliver the class fish – how do we 
look after it? 

Children are aware of wider issues 
outside of their community and are 
able to connect these issues with their 
own experiences. Children to raise 
money for Water Aid UK by planning, 
organizing and participating in a 
sponsored walk. 
 
Curriculum Driver:  
Finance and Enterprise  

Linked school value  Global Goals 

 
Value: Kindness and Courage  

 

 

Curriculum Table / Display Proposed Trip/Visitors 

Key Questions: What is happening to our oceans and 

seas? Why is our water environment changing? What is 

clean water? Who has access to clean water?  How can 

we help? Are there organisations who currently support 

this issue? How do people access water? How do people 

clean water? What are the different sources of water?  

Key Images:  Water filters, water purifiers, water butts, 

clean water, muddy water, water fountains, and muddy 

rivers. Images from the UK and Africa.  

Speaker from Water aid UK. 
 

Sea life Centre London Or virtual 
online aquarium your.  



 

   
 

Key Artefacts: Fish, bowl, food, water filters, bottles of 

water.   

Key Vocabulary: Water, equality, germs hygiene, 

healthy, hygienic and unhygienic. 
 

 
 

Global Citizenship Building Blocks 
 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding  

 

Skills Attitudes 

 

Sustainable Development  

 

 

Self-awareness and reflection  

 

Informed and reflective action 

 

 

Concern for the Environment and a 

commitment for a sustainable 

development  

 

 

 

 
 

Week 1 Please record building blocks from history / geography and subject drivers in this section. 
Remember to move through each stage above – from exploring to evaluating your project. 

 
Immerse into water pollution topic.  

What do we know? Children to create mind map about what they already know about water pollution.  

Use videos/pictures after.  
Week 2 

 

Read the first half of, ‘Alba, the hundred-year-old fish’ by Lara Hawthorne- until the page ‘wonderful collection’ in 

English lessons. 
Key question- where in the world could this story take place? Use book for clues- bright blue sea, coastal area, 

warm shallow water, green grass (ie not desert). Children to use Atlases to explore where the story could have 
taken place. Name the seven continents and the 5 oceans, notice physical characteristics. Enc use of previously 
learnt vocabulary including beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather. Notice/ identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 

Exploring Deepening Planning Delivering Evaluating



 

   
 

Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. Children to 

mark their ideas on a world map and to write, using geographical vocabulary reasons for their choice/s.  
Geography BB  

• Name and recognise the seven continents.  

• Name the five major oceans of the world.  

• Find the same place on a globe and an atlas.  
• Use maps and atlases (age-appropriate) by the contents and indexes.  

• Recognise the 8 points of the compass – N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW  

    
Week 3 

 

 

 

Key Question – how was water used in Ancient Egypt? 

Use secondary sources to gather information about the importance of water in ancient times. Children to write an 
explanation about the different uses of water. Pictures for prompts. 

 
History BB 

• Suggest why certain events happened.  

• Give reasons why people acted as they did in history.  

• Use various sources to piece together information about a period in history.  

• Research an event from the past.  

Week 4 Key Question - ‘What is water pollution?’ ‘Is it real or fiction?’ Children then research water pollution on iPads making 

notes. Use Kiddle.co make notes under headings; what is happening/who or what does it affect/what can we do? 
Week 5 Children to use notes from last week.   

Present findings as a grid; what is happening/who or what does it affect/what can we do? 
Week 6 Potential virtual online tour of aquarium. Ocean conservation trust. 
Week 7  

 HALF TERM 
Week 8 WORLD WATER DAY – 22nd March  

How does water shape our world? 

 Reducing and reusing/ water in our environment/ ecosystems/ nature-based solutions  
Children to investigate and present ways to promote water knowledge of how to make the use of it sustainable for 

our world. 
 

Week 9 Key Question- What have we learnt about the conservation of our oceans? 

Write a reflection on our virtual school trip to the aquarium, what have we learnt?  Why is it important to look after 
our oceans? 

 



 

   
 

Write a letter to our parents explaining that we are fundraising for Water Aid by holding a sponsored walk and start 

fundraising! https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/fundraising/fundraising-ideas-for-schools  

Week 10 

 
 

 

Key Question-  What are the purpose of rivers and what impact do they have locally? 

 
Children to look at the formation of rivers and where they are situated in the UK. How do they form and name the 
parts of a river.  

 
Look at local map and locate river and create a key using the ordinate survey symbols.  

 
Geography BB 

• Accurately plot NESW on a map. 

• Using basic Ordnance Survey map symbols. 

Week 11 Sponsored Walk – Friday Afternoon?  

Ensure all resources are ready etc. Plan event. 
Week 12 

 

Key Question- How did the Romans use water to support their lives? 

Investigate the user of Roman Baths- What did they bring to the Roman Empire? How did the water works connect 
across the city? Can we look at Baths that still exist today?  

History BB 
• Recognise that Britain has been invaded by several different groups over time. (Roman settlement)  

• Explain why archaeologists are useful in helping us to understand the past. 
• Use various sources to piece together information about a period in history. 

Week 13  
Create a project reflection looking out our outcomes, what have we learnt? 

 
Week 14  

 

https://www.wateraid.org/uk/get-involved/fundraising/fundraising-ideas-for-schools


 

   
 

 

English 

 

 

 
Week 1 

WB 
 04.01.21 

(4 days) 

Week 2 
WB  

11.01.21 

 

Week 3 
WB  

18.01.21 

Week 4 
WB 

25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB  

01.02.21 

Week 6 
WB  

08.02.20 
(4 days) 

SPaG Focus:  

 

Apostrophes  

SPaG Focus: 

 

Dictation  

SPaG Focus: 

 

Conjunctions  
 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Conjunctions  
 

SPaG Focus: 

 

Adverbs  

SPaG Week 

 

Focus on fronted 

adverbials, clauses and 

dictation.  

Alba the 

Hundred year old fish 
(core text) 

 

Immerse children into core 
text focusing on the 

oceanic setting.  
 
Prediction of story  
Read a few pages 
Language features Writing 

a description 
 
Children to write a setting 
description of where Alba 
lives.  
 

 

 

Informative Leaflet Link 

to hook and core text  

 

Children to write  an 

informative leaflet on 

how to care for a fish.  

 

Research 

Features  

Plan 

 

 

  
Informative Leaflet  

Link to hook and core 
text 

 

Write  
 

Edit  

 

Publish (outcome) 

 
Narrative  

Initial introduction into 

narrative writing in 

which children write 
adventure stories based 

on Alba story. 
 

Language and 

technical features of a 
narrative.  

 

Planning. 

 
Narrative 

Children to write 1st 

draft.  

 

Edit. 

 

Publish (outcome) 

Inspire Immerse Analyse Generate Model Write Edit Publish 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

Maths 
 

Week 1 
WB 

 04.01.21 
(4 days) 

Week 2 
WB  

11.01.21 
 

Week 3 
WB  

18.01.21 

Week 4 
WB 

25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB  

01.02.21 

Week 6 
WB  

08.02.20 
(4 days) 

Focus for the week: 

Multiplication and 

Division 

 

Focus for the week: 

Multiplication and 

Division 

  

Focus for the week: 

Multiplication and 

Division 

 

Focus for the week: 

Money 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Statistics 

 

Focus for the week: 

 

Statistics 

 

Children to consolidate 2, 4 
and 8 times table.  
  
Children use their knowledge of 

multiplication and division facts 
to compare statements using 
inequality symbols 
. 
Children use known 
multiplication facts to solve 
other multiplication problems. 
They understand that because 

one of the numbers in the 
calculation is ten times bigger, 
then the answer will also be ten 
times bigger. 

(Multiply 2 digit by 1 
digit) 

 
Children use their 
understanding of 
repeated addition to 

represent a two-digit 
number multiplied by a 
one-digit number with 
concrete manipulatives. 
They use the formal 
method of column 
multiplication alongside 
the concrete 

representation. 
 
Children will progress 
onto multiplying with an 
exchange.  

(Dividing 2 digit by1 digit) 

 
Divide 2-digit numbers by a 1-
digit number by partitioning 
into tens and ones and 
sharing into equal groups. 
 
 Children will progress onto 

dividing with an exchange. 
 
Solve division problems with a 
remainder using prior 
knowledge.  
 
Children will be exposed to 
problems involving scaling. 

They will answer questions 
that use the vocabulary 
“times as many”. 

Children will explore money 
and will be introduced to £ and 
P for the first time.  
 

They will then use their 
knowledge to convert pounds 
and pence.  
 
Children add two amounts of 
money using pictorial 
representations to support 
them. 

 
Children use different methods 
to subtract money. They will see 
examples where they can 
physically remove the coins, 
and examples where they will 
need to use their knowledge of 
converting money to exchange 

£1 for 100 pence. Children also 
use number lines to count on or 
back to calculate the 

Tally charts 
Drawing pictograms  
Interpreting pictograms  
 

Children are introduced to 
tally charts as a systematic 
method of recording data. 
They should already be able 
to count in 5s and understand 
the vocabulary of total, 
altogether, more, less and 
difference. 

 
Children draw pictograms 
where the symbols represent 
2, 5 or 10 items. 

Bar graphs 
Pictograms 
Tables  

 
Children construct 
pictograms and choose an 
appropriate key. They 

continue to read and 
interpret information in 
order to answer questions 
about the data. 
 
Children read and interpret 
bar charts with scales of 1, 
2, 5 and 10. They decide 

which scale will be the most 
appropriate when drawing 
their own bar charts. 
 Interpret information from 
tables to answer one and 
two-step problems. They 
use their addition and 
subtraction skills to answer 



 

   
 

difference between two 
amounts. 

questions accurately and 
ask their own questions 
about the data in tables. 

         

Discrete Subjects  

 

 Week 1 
WB 

 04.01.21 
(4 days) 

Week 2 
WB  

11.01.21 

 

Week 3 
WB  

18.01.21 

Week 4 
WB 

25.01.21 

Week 5 
WB  

01.02.21 

Week 6 
WB  

08.02.20 
(4 days) 

Whole 

Class 

Reading  

Strategies: 

Retrieval 

 

Newspaper –Picture 
News  

Strategies: 

Questioning 

 

Fiction: Alba the 

hundred year old 
fish. 

Strategies: 

 Summarising 

 

Non-Fiction Text 
Alba the 100 year 

old fish. (Use ‘Did 

you spot’ page.....) 

Strategies: 

Clarifying  

 

Non - Fiction 

Strategies: 

Inferring 
 

Poetry  

Strategies: 

Prediction 
 
Fiction Text – short story 

Science 

 

 

LO:  to explain that 
light is needed to 

see things, and that 

dark is the absence 
of light. 
 

Activity:  Mind map, 
sorting cards and 

/or feely bag. Use 

cards to write 

 
LO: to notice that 

light is reflected 

from surfaces 
(including mirrors) 

 

Activity: investigate 
different materials 

using torches. 

Attempt to draw 
scientific diagrams 

LO: to recognise 
that light from the 

sun can be 

dangerous 
 

Activity: to relate 

sun safety to their 
own experiences. 

Class quiz 

(K/groups) 

 
LO:  to use scientific 

terms ‘transparent’, 

translucent, and 
opaque 

 

Activity: find and 
investigate different 

materials and collate 

in a grid. Discuss why 
certain materials are 

SScience Investigation  

day 

NB will need sunny 

day! 

LO: to use scientific 
language 

 

Activity:  using the 
photos, carts and 

labelled diagrams from 

the science day, 
describe what they have 

found out using scientific 

language. 



 

   
 

about 

light/absence of 
light using scientific 

language. 

with labels to 

explain what is 
happening. 

 
Labelled diagram 

Identify ways to 

keep safe in the 
sun-poster. 

used for different 

purposes eg glass is 
transparent and so is 

used for windows. 
 

Charts 

 

LO: to explore how 

shadows are formed 
and what can alter 

them. 
 

Activity: investigate 

how shadows are 
formed. Set up a 

simple fair test to 

explore how shadows 
change during the 

day. Is there a 

pattern?  
 

Charts and photos, 

labelled diagrams 

 

Computing 

 
 

LO: to think about 

different methods 
of communication. 

 

Activity: 
Children to list a 

range of different 

ways to 
communicate. 

Children to use 

2Connect to 
highlight the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of 
each method. 

 
 

LO: to open and 

respond to an 
email  

 

To write an email to 
someone using an 

address book. 

 
Activity: 

Children to open 

an email and 
respond to it. Get 

children to send 
children in the 

class. 

 
 

LO: to learn how 

to use email 
safely. 

 

Activity: 
Children have 

written rules 

about how to stay 
safe using email. 

Children have 

contributed to 
classmates’ rules. 

 
 

LO: to learn how to 

use email safely. 
 

Activity: Children to 

create a quiz about 
email safety which 

explores scenarios 

that they could 
come across in the 

future. 

 
 

LO: to add an 

attachment to an 
email. 

 

Activity: Children 
attach work to an 

email and know 
what CC means 

and how to use it. 

 
 

LO: to explore a 
simulated email scenario. 

 

Activity: 
Children to read and 

respond to a series of 

email communications. 
Children to attach files 

appropriately and use 

email communication to 
explore ideas. 



 

   
 

R.E LO:  to understand Sikh beliefs about 

God. 
Sikhs belief in one God is expressed in 

important values including selfless service 
(sewa), earning a living by honest means 

(kirat karma) and sharing with others 

(vand chhakna)  
Key questions:  

In what practical way do Sikhs show their 

belief for one God through the values of 
service, honesty and sharing?   

Guru Nanak ,the 10 Gurus, Guru Granth 

Sahib, his teachings. 
 

Activity: Watch video, making notes 

under headings from flip. Produce mind 
map in books. 

LO:  to understand the life of Guru 

Nanak.   
 

Key questions:  

What important religious experience did 

Guru Nanak have in the river and how 

did that and other experiences lead him 
to become the first Guru?  

 

Activity:  Listen carefully to the story of 
Guru Nanak. Discuss the important parts 

of the story. Note the key events. Write 

(or sequence) story carefully. 
 

LO; to explain what the Sikh holy book is and how 

it is used. 

 
How is Guru Granth Sahib treated which shows 

the great respect with which it is regarded? 

How does the Guru Granth Sahib help Sikhs to 
make decisions for their community, their family 

and themselves?  

 
Activity; see pp for information. 

Art /DT LO:  to compare 

and contrast work 
of different artists 

and cultures. 

 
Activity: children to 

discuss a variety of 

artwork from 
different artists and 

cultures starting 

with a specific look 
at Van Gogh-see 

pp. Use this as a 

basis to compare 
with another artist.  

 

Pared discussion. 
Individual recording 

in books.  
 

Photos needed. 

LO: to begin to 

understand colour 
theory. 

 

Activity; children to 
draw colour family 

wheels and talk 

about them. 
Children to 

experiment with 

colour mixing 
(particularly tertiary 

colours and 

LO; to apply 

colour theory to 

my own work. 

 

Activity; to use 

colour theory 
from last week 

and apply this to 

Scarpace’s work. 
Children to 

create a wash 

based on 
complementary 

OR contrasting 

colours. 

LO; to add layers to 

my work 
 

Activity; to add 

detail based on 
Scarpace’s work. 

Use brushes and 

cotton bubs. 

LO: evaluate my own 

and the work of 
others. 

 

 
Activity: children to 

celebrate successes 

and making 
suggestions for 

improvement in their 

own and others work. 
Display all art work, 

children to circulate in 

their groups making 
comments on post its 

to add around the 

outside of each 
piece. 

Children to have a 

chance to adapt or 

improve their work 

based on feedback. 

LO; to explain why 

specific colours have 
been chosen to 

communicate mood.  
  
Activity; children have a 

photo of their painting. In 

books reflect and label 
their thought processes. 



 

   
 

French LO: Identify key vocabulary in French. 

 
Activity:  To recite and remember a short 

poem in French. 
 

LO: To learn French members of the 

family  
 

Activity: match correct vocabulary to 
member of a family.  

 

LO: To apply French vocabulary to describe ‘ my 

family’  
 

Activity:  To create a family tree using French 
vocabulary. 

 

P.E The focus of the 
learning is to 
introduce dribbling 
in order to keep 
control and 
possession of the 
ball. 
 
Concentrate on 
attackers when 

they are dribbling 
focus on keeping 
control of the ball 
and changing 
direction when 
dribbling. 
 
Pupils will develop 
an understanding 
of how to dribble 
the ball keeping 
possession to beat 
an opponent. 

The focus of the 
learning is to 
introduce passing 
and receiving in 
order to keep 
possession of the 
ball. 
 
Concentrate on 
the attacking 

players can they 
pass and receive 
the ball with 
control to keep 
possession. 
 
Pupils will develop 
an understanding 
of how to win the 
ball back 
(defending, 
tackling and 
intercepting), at a 
later stage but 
questions to 
provoke thinking 
are appropriate. 

The focus of the 
learning is to use 
pupils' prior 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
passing and 
dribbling, to 
create space 
whilst keeping 
possession, 

developing this 
concept into 
mini games. 

 The focus of the 
learning is to 
develop passing, 
receiving and 
dribbling to create 
space when 
attacking, building 
up into mini games 
where pupils will 
explore the 

transition between 
attack and 
defence. 

The focus of the 
learning is to 
introduce pupils to 
shooting. Pupils will 
understand when, 
where and why they 
shoot from in order to 
increase their 
chances of scoring. 
 

Pupils should be able 
to apply their prior 
learning of passing, 
moving and dribbling 
to move the ball up 
the pitch, creating 
an attack that results 
in a shot. 

 The focus of the 
learning is to bring 
together the suggested 
sequence of learning 
into a level 1 
tournament. 

RsE/PSHE 

(Class 

assembly) 

LO:  

Life cycle, looking 
at babies and 

grandparents.   

LO: 

 
About growing 

older.   

LO: 

The correct 
names for the 

body parts.   

 L.O To be able to use the correct 

terminology for different parts of the body 
including ‘private parts’ 

2 Weeks  

LO: 

Hygiene routines. 



 

   
 

 

 

Similarities and 

differences 
between boys 
and girls.   

 

To name parts 

of body and its 
uses  


